Molecular and cellular aspects of hepatitis C virus reinfection after liver transplantation: how the early phase impacts on outcomes.
Hepatitis C virus (HCV)-related liver disease postliver transplantation is associated with an accelerated course in comparison with that observed in the nonimmunosuppressed individual. Outcomes in transplantation for this indication have, therefore, been a major area of clinical interest in the field of liver transplantation. The factors underlying the rapid progression of HCV-related liver disease posttransplantation are complex and multifactorial. Nevertheless, recent data indicate a range of parameters assessable early posttransplantation that may be useful in the prediction of outcome of transplantation for this condition. This overview, therefore, concentrates on the early events occurring postliver transplantation in the HCV-infected patient, and the implications of these recent observations for the pathogenesis of the various forms of HCV-related allograft injury.